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The White Oak Initiative

American White Oak

Habitat and food for wildlife
Supports rural economies
Wide variety of industries

» Furniture

* Flooring

« Cabinetry

« Barrels for spirits and wine
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About the White Oak Initiative

We work to ensure the long-term sustainability of America’s
white oak and the economic, social, and conservation
benefits derived from white oak-dominated forests.

Who has been involved in the WOI?
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American White Oak

Cornerstone for the forests of the Eastern
United States
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What's the Problem?

« Successful white oak regeneration (establishment
and survival) is not occurring at historic levels

* In other words, the “babies aren’t growing up!”

Why?

* Lack of active forest management, fire, and
other disturbances

* Insects, disease, and invasive species
» Changing land use conditions
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Changes in Our Oak Forests

About 75% of all white oak
tfrees across the eastern
United States can be
classified as “mature,” while
populations of young white
oak frees are limited.
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Stand Age Distribution of Oak-Hickory
Forest Type Group
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Stand Age Distribution of Oak-Hickory
Forest Type Group
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Avg. age going to mill
In 10 years
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Avg. age going to mill
In 20 years
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Avg. age going to mill
In 30 years
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Avg. age going to mill
In 40 years
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Avg. age going to mill
In 50 years
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What must change to increase acreage
of WO in upcoming age classes?

* Disturb our upland oak forests through
active forest management, logging, fire,
and other disturbances

- THIS IS THE KEY. We must continue to disturb our forests!
But we need to do it correctly and consistently.

* By the way, we can’t possibly plant our way out of this
problem.
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Effective and Consistent Active
Forest Management

Manage Insects, Disease, Invasive Species

Keep Forests as Forests
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Landowners and Management for White Oak

What Barriers Exist?
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Where does the WOI Fit In?

Outreach and Awareness
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Mlghty Oaks From Little Acorns
Grow

NWTF, White Oak Initiative work to ensure healthy oak
forests for future generations.
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Educational Resources

Landowners Guide to:

SusTainaBLe Oax MaNAGEMENT PRACTICES '

RESTORING SUSTAINABILITY
FOR WHITE OAK AND UPLAND OAK
COMMUNITIES:
AN A‘SSESSMENT AND CONSERVATION PLAN

Landowners for Qaks Series
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CARING FOR YOUR
Adm

Landowners Guide to
CHALLENGES OF UPLAND OAK REGENERATION

Healihy oak forests take time to mature. Start actively managing your woods today.

Haalthy nature
oo focust

o o Inck
ke

et ok
510 there & enough space, ight and time far the acors 10 germnate and grow fal
NRCS.USDA.GOV/GETSTARTED

Removing Barriers
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Catalyze On-the-Ground Success
CONVENE CONNECT

Stakeholders fo Explore New Landowners with Resources
and Emerging Markets,

Including Financing Solutions Forest Practitioners with

Researchers to Report on Resources
Current Research and
Determine Fufure Research Organizations Doing Similar
Needs, efc. Work

COLLABORATE

Work with Interested Parties to Develop a “Unified Front” to Address
this Issue

Leverage Resources to Make a Larger Impact

Work Together to Advocate for Policy and Funding that Protects
the Long-Term Sustainable Management of Oak Forests

At the End of the Day

White oak is:
+ Keystone species
* Recreationally-important

+ Crifical to the economy
of the Commonwealth

As stewards of your land:
+ Learn more

+ Make a plan

* Find help/resources

* Engage others!
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For More Information

Jason Meyer

Executive Director
White Oak Initiative

Jason@whiteodakinitiative.org

www.Whiteodkinitiative.org
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